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(putting on one side those that were sick). Just as they
were about to start, three ships were descried sailing away
to the north, one between the island and the continent, and
the others out from the ocean. Cook's and Davis's ships
went in chase, and Captain Eaton, whose ship, the Nicolas^
drew less than the other two, sailed after the two ships
between the western islet and the rocks into the open sea.
The Batchelor's Delight chased the Spanish vessel that was
on the landward side and soon took it, bringing it back
to the anchorage. Captain Eaton meantime had captured
both of the others. These ships were deeply laden with
flour, and bound for Panama. On board the biggest of
the three they found a letter from the Viceroy of Lima to
the President of Council of Panama, informing him that
pirates had again come into the South Sea, and for that
reason he was sending him a good supply of flour, so that
his newly built city might, if necessary, stand a siege. In
this ship were likewise some 8 tons of quince marmalade
and a stately mule, which was destined for the President
of Panama, together with a very large image of the Virgin
Mary in wood, carved and painted, to adorn the new
cathedral at that place. Far more beautiful in the eyes
of these pirates, however, would have been the 800,000
"pieces of eight" (silver dollars) which this great ship was
carrying also to Panama; only that, unhappily for the
pirates, whilst she lay off the coast of northern Peru, taking
in her load of flour, the news reached the merchants there
that a famous pirate, Captain Swan, had been seen off
Valdivia. Consequently this great treasure was carried on
shore and safely stored, and the three pirate captains had
to be contented with the flour and quince marmalade.

From their prisoners Dampier's companions learnt that
the Spaniards of Truxillo (in northern Peru) were building*